ERREE —

RS L L INC | AR ARLY R + 10

TRIAL OF¥ REV. MR. AVERY.

. ‘ ‘ .
U AN . Aerggies wri” ‘e ancted 2line | AL

1 l‘_,_‘:. . n_:: A'rmn nmdnm, isp it 'i i'-" .

. " TR | :--‘

N P D vty ! ! in

1 '.-‘
, oY the
et i

LI A L 1L

ARYAL G BOEHATH K. AVERY,
e kg whie e P e

. ' [ . r 3 -
R T R T LN TR . BN BTN TR

' MURDER OF SARAR MARTA JORNHLL |

Kl I T I

TR
.

Ll

.
¢ o e < Wedke T : P
L T L I LI N ' P TN | SN TR armr|nte

e UPREME (OURT, OF RHODE ISLAND, = '
[T BRURE i sttt S ."_""‘ . : C T '- “‘s; |
LUREA SPRCIEE TR iN REwbokin, HELD ik MAT deh

T

L

L P I TP S TI 1 o ey 1w R T e L 1} {

SR s 0L i) emial g oustond et . the el sapenilry yrosocved, tho Tostimosy .
ot (lis vilindeese ucally verbatim, ind the Argusients'of Consel, apdn " -

Ch D mokvect My and reiresiors of a1t tho Locklitles descitbed a1 - :

veia T g+ Al Tewlmway, prapared expromty for this Report afipw, = -0 o o :

R TR R AR B o R et ek i

PR I [ Y I 3 I U UHE &l s ;
T LT I P e R A T R e :
. ) . pe - | . o i
R T R R R T LR L BT WM. S S ATLIES N - s L LR L -
Co0 L REPORTED BY BENSAMIN F. HALLETE. 5. 4,
e Y - A B ' - S P i halt o N
AP PRNEN L BN T AR LIS 0 2 q. KRR N i
LT ' et b »‘,- MO . R~ ISR . P Y T } :
T T P o L I A R R I S ! i
. " (IR T ' o Yoy 34 - [ T -l . LRI & ‘ -t . i
W ol IR T s R ', ‘
TR PR FOP IR I SIS PRI BUNT SUNE R L | freeis Vi 2t adn len.
B e T TR L LI L N L i
s a:rjnlmd Ing,i0, Aclf.fmmo‘f:.mmnm. byt Beals, Homer s |
th, axd B, F. ﬂflmrﬁk Pl Uherkly omhet of s Disteios of Mavmechusotis, ’ ,
- - I T " . T fany
. T L T I O N yo bosenh 1
Cedl i e Smm— o Ee R . ”I:-,.'

' e Yoo e ' " .
s e QpogTONT e e r T

W pkMisked St 8 Ofices of Yhe Ditly Commefital iimn'ei ] detesn s n
R oo .

A . 'wad thd Boatén Deily Advocste, . v _"_‘:'_’l‘ ‘
.rd}l'cm'{ 1 - WP -3 . : i ¢ . TR /
MAY, 1833, .
~ . E ;] -

A Sample of the Trial Testimony

BROOKB SHATTUCK, [young man] sworn. Resides in Lowell. In18290r
1830, knew a young woman in [Zowu i, called Maria 8, Cornell. “She worked in the -

room whure I'was overseer. Al one timoe in 1829, she-was gono a year, and csine

back sgnin, and | employed her, . Bhe was fiest discharged for injuriug her loom. |

took her back. . I do not know what her general charucler was, Shke worked four

weeks, and I discharged ber, because [ was satisfiod 'hu_a was not B good charscter.

8he acknewledged to me that she had bad inlercourse with one or (wo individusls in BN
the place. - As many sstwo. Bhe wished to remain. | know her o be a professge of

raligion. ¥ told her ghe onghl to go and make ack powledgment to Mr Avery, the Foth-
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odiet minister there, and she agreed 1. Butdid not, and | made known fo kim what
she had confessed. Bhe then went nway.” Mr. Avery sustainod 8 good characier in
Lowell, Never heard any thing to the mnlrar{. tle was there two years,

My, Randolph, W hat denomination do you belong to 1

Ane. The Congregn!ionalisls.

Cross-examined.” Connot fix definitely upon the second time sho left the Mili, My
impression is, it was in Srptember or October, 1831, 3 .

ATHAN HOWARD {young man} sworn. Renidos in Northbridge, Knew
Maris Cornell from 1829 10 ‘};331, i Lowell, | Ator when I firmt knew her, she re-
marked to me, she had beea charged with thoft, in consequence of which she had beén
tempted o destroy hersell. She was & stranger o me.—As near as I ean recollect,
she was spenking of the trials she had pnsswﬁ through in & religious eonversstion,
"This was near tho first of Heptember 1829, Kaew nothing of her character being bad
in 1330, It beceme bad from reporte, . I rought charges afaiml her of foraicstion
and lying, before the Commitice of the Methodist Church, and she was expelied, Mr,
Avery wns then the Minister.  Saw her next in June, in the meeting-house. She
confessed herself guiliy of the eharges I had preferred, and that she had powerful

temptations lo destroy hersell, or kill herself, and that she thought she. should at » fu- °

ture period. | have no recollection of any other conversation with her. 1 no-
ticed some flashes in her eyes which appeared diffecent from what it was when | was
acquainted with her before. - A short time prior, I noticed a number of times in her
walk, something pecoliar. She could not walk regular. Alto in conversation with
any one she coulin’t stand siill.  She appeored as though she waa not rational.

Ques. How 1

Ans. Her eyes sppesred fiery, and looked red.

Mr, Maton. ‘Was there any spponrsace of wildness 1

Am. Yes, sir.

Mr. M. Can you siate any thing else 1 ' ‘

Ans. 1 know nothing more of her a pescance, and hava never Foen her sinee,
When at Lowell she regularly altended the Methodist Church, and wiis deemed by
me 8 member, until she was expelied. 1 did not communicate the disclusures she mades
relpectinﬁ her charge of iheft. I.did not coiisider it my duty from her sianding then
In the Church, to make any disclosures, ‘I'he charges were preforred in October.
The trisl and expuision were in her ahsence. The withesses were Mr. Chadduck and
Mr. Avery. He made them out and | preferred.them. | did ot move forward Srat,
Mr. Avery put them into form, and accordingly they were preferred in my name.
the first L kuew any thing nliout it was, from: a person bosrding with me, now dead,

Ques.  How came it that il you heard these reports in July, nothing was done 1il|
October 1 .

. Ans. Itix not my practice to give credit to reports, until they become incontrover-

tible proofs. ‘ \

Ques.  Dors not the discipline of your Church require that the rccused snd accuser
should be brovght together pnd confronted ?

Ans. There iz auch a rule.

Que, Wlnf was it dispensed with 1

Ane.  In relation to mgse!l’ I did not veside in the seme part of the town,

Ques. Did she go to the same Church you did 1

Ans. She did, [ helieve regulatly.  am not able 1o say, I understood she Jaft

- the place 10 go o a Camp meeting on the Cape. The charges wers preferred nginst

her in her absence. I have no means of knowing whether Mr. Avery was moro aclive
in it than 1 was, Fhe proceedings were regulnr on the Committes, excep! her ab-
sonce. I did not know that she had notico, Mr, Avery said sho had, He observed
that siler her confession to him, he advised her, as the ¢ arges wére of & delicate nx-
ture, to leave the place, and nut be prosent. . ‘

My, }sandofph,. Is it usual where the party coufessee the charge that they should be
nl , ’

Ana.  That depends upon the sircumsiances and the sox,
ch{.’.’h:’c Justice. " Is it uot usual to discipline members in the presence of the

urch ¥ : .

Ane. iz not common, not an s Kevernd rule. Tt is either before the Church or &
Commiltee. The member has an appeal, i not satisfied with the decizion of the
Lommiites. . .

J!!’t;y.g?t._ Did you ever hear from Mr. Avery the objeotof her journey from Dover
fo Lowe . .

Ans.  Not from him, 1 beard Wm, Boyden apeak of it the next day, The
object wag fo make acknowledgemenls' and get a recommendation 1o gel into the
Church where she was, ,

Qsues. Dy whom was it signed 1 ‘ , ,

ina, {%m&rd it was sigied by the classes. 1 have heard it was not signed by
Mr, Ave?, ¥ would observe Ihis was given on condition that her conduct was good jn
future, { recalieet no intlimation whether she was satisfied or not. :

MASB MARY ANNE BARNES [a young woman] sworn, Residos in Lowell
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Knew Martn Cornell, or Maria 8, Corneli, five years Ago, working in the same Feola-

t was. [Iu 1830, i asked her, il reporie | bad heard were true.  She sald they
were not alf troe. I interrogatad her more, andd she confeased  more, thal she had be-
baved improperly with men. Bhe named one person, and by intersogation she stated
5 much as three or four, Hhe snid she did not do so o1 her boarding-house, but kent
oflen 1o n village near Lowell, Belvidere, where she coull stay a night whenever sho
pleased.  She said she rode out witl a young muan one Sunday she was absent from
the commugion, They went to a public house, in a. chamber, and she drank so much
wine she did not know whet she was shout. Sha did nat say it in 5o moany words, but
her countenance intimated that there had been improper-tonduct.  She named that she
hiad been to Dr. Graves, but did not say for what, he came to my boarding house,
sod wished me to forgive her, and showed mo the copy of the letter she had wrilten to
M:.Avery, containing her coufession. She burst into tears, was much affected,and said
sho thought the Lord bad forgiven fer. 1 told her I could forgive her,if'she conducted
batter.  Infier feller abe confossed the charges of lowd conduct and lying. A physician
ealied nt the house, inquired for her,and went into her ronin, She told me, he usked ber
1o pay his hill and that she refused. She nppeared very much agitated, irvitated, and

enid the would not pay him & cent. Shao then went wul, and, as she told me, fastened

herself in & room in anolber house, The docior and sherilf came and voul;i not find

. bor, end tho stage catled wotake herout of town, and she was nol to be found. T was

gont for to go to the house where she was, and went thern, and fouad her in & room,
fostened. She let me in, and wished me io hear her rend the fetters, which she did,
They contained confenions of lying and fornication—and snid she hed been aceused
of a bad discase, but she did not know whether she had iL. She had had very bad hu-
mours.  Did pot know but it was that,  The letters wers copies of what she said she
had written 1o Mr. Avery, Thay were as bad as bad could be. She said that she
had heon to Mr. Avery and confessed, and he asked her for tha certificate he had giv-
en her 10 Join thé Church, before her<character came ovt, #he 1old him she had lost
the certiicate, but thet she had not, and she then showed it o me amd read it. ARer-
wards, she told me Mr, Avery had written, demanding the ceptificate, and threatening
1o publish her ilshe did not give itup, nnd she then sentit. Ttold her I could wivise

hot go farther il she conducted so, and shp must sct from her own judgment. When |

she spoke aboul the doctor seeing her, she ® Hmand frightened and slarmed, Ver
ranch ngiluuzd and irriated. Bhe looked _wi!_ ,and moved about. Could not st stidl,
Mr, Avery's churacter was good in Lowell, .

Crossexamined, | was not intimate with Maria, She attended Class meeting
where | did. Bhe continved 1o be n member of the Church white a1 Lowell. This
was five years sgo. Never heard any thing against her character until just before she
left Lowell.  She had been there threo yeass. Jained the Church by a certificate
from the Charch at Dorchester. Bhe said she would aot pay the debt to Dr. Graves,
becauso il was an unjust debt, That she did not owe bim hin holfa doflar. The
charge was §10, 'Tho first conversation about the certificate was in 1030, When
sha-lold tan she had sent it to Mr, Avery was in 1831, "There wasn numbet of the
Class lenders who signed & certificate ; she had asked their forgiveness, awd they
signed it. 1'do not know that Mr. Avery signed il, or in whose hand writing it was.
But two or three had signed it when 1 saw it. I know uothing of her since that time,
1 should say 1 had hesrd Mr. Avery say he had receiveil the letiers of which she read
coviesto me. I have heard that he did from good sources.

The Attorney Genersl said they had a right to have the letters produced. They
wern proved to ba in possession of the prisoner. o

Witness proceeded. 'T'he lelters she read contined theparliculars of her miscon-
duct, but not the names of persons, of when. . was intimate in Mr. Avery's family,
§ have heard of Maria being thers, but never saw her there. Should say she was not
very julimate there, _
lfontg-ﬁ'mml- What was this disguise you spesk of 1 .
Ans. Bho horrowed a calash of Abigail Bigelow, and took off her dreat and put ow
a common one of her own. She was a member of the Church at Lowell, when Mr.
Avery came thers,

MISS LUCY DAVOL [middle aged.] Resides in Lowell, Knew Maria 8. Cor-
pell ssven or eight years ngoin Dorchester. Whey the cama from Dover, she came
1o ma to forgive her, aud wished me to sign hey certificate, in Lowell, in 1831, She
confussed that the charges of lying, fornicniion and theft were true, Hhe acknowlerdg-
ed what she had doue and wanted me 10 forgive her. She told me she had been
tempted io meke way with hesself, and thonght she should do it.- She szl she come
from Boston iu the stage with o gentleman, and sgreed 1o ride with him on Bunday,
when he calied for her, and they rode to 2 tavern in Andover Pﬂlmra thesnme scens oo~
curred as described by # former witness.] ke also related the same occurronce with
the same individual on enother occasion, and that she went with him to elvidore once
a week for some tline,  She also siated similar cccurrences with thres or four others,
Sho srid she had taken things that did not hglong to her, and that whesn she was
aceused of i, she had been tempted W meke way with hersell. She gaid she had
writlen o Mr. Avery to forgive her, and that he would not. Bhe said she wonld have
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ber rovenge ou bim, and he should not ouly saffor for it, bat the whole Methodia
church. She said, her appearance was 0, that & grest many people liked her, sad .

she mesnt to get into the chorch in spite of him, .
Mr. Randolph. -Can you state any thing of her being artfu} and msnui-.i
]

!

Ans, Bhe sxppenred 1o'be, ] can 2tetn not ing o &miwiar. Sbe said she had lived
8 lewd lifo ever sincs she was 15 yours of age. Mre, Avery’s character was good in
Loweil. Hie montioned she had iaken thing# in Dorchester, Red boen brought befors
the church, but they could pot prove it, sad thas was the fime she said she was tompi-

ed 1o make way with herself, - ‘ _
Crots-examinal. She nade the eonfassions lo ma when she came lo toa to Kot her

cartificate. ‘
Attorney-General.  Why did she maka her threats ogainat the whole Metbodin’
Church; when she was a plying to the Class Joaders for & certificate ] .
Ane. She yaid she harr heen 1o him to get & certifieate. I do not know whether he
signed it. I did not ,iﬁ the certificats then. 1 never heard that she visited ot Mr,

_Avery’s” | belong to the Methodist Charch. "

MISS LYDIA PERVERE, [Young womna.] Of Lowell; knew Marin 8. Cor.
pell five years ago. She asked me if . Avery was going 1o be st Weston Camp
be alw doclined going 1o &

mecting in 18305 if bo wae, she did not wish ta &o-
class meeting where Mr, Avery was ;uini to be, sd said she did ot wish 10 go whers
Avery was, because some one haud told him sbout ber [Sbe also confessad 10 this
withoss u.; ssme improper uccurrances with throa persons, &s relsted by preceding
Withesses, : X

Mr. R.” Can you show the stéte of her mind 1
Ane. - Bhe said pothing 1o me sbout the sate of her miid, ’
Mr. R.. Hava you seex her do sny thing?

. Ans. Bhe cowis into the Factory one duy dreseod in white and scroamod and erjed,
wnd I thodght ber mind was di red. {mlmd to hor, wf.; she come in, in such a
manner, aad 20, and she put her arm round my neck screamed and cried, and |

her dress. § mover saw any ooe

was disgusiod with her.  She went out and chagpd ‘
come in with & white dress 1o work iy the Factory, 1 never thought any thivg
N ¥

more of it

M. R. Can you state any nety of artfelons 1 :

Ans. Well, T don't know »s 1 can, only what | lhoug':‘l- _ ‘ .
© Crose-examined, She was in regular sianding in the Church, up 1o the Camp weel.
ing in .Wesion, which was in Augus, 1620, It was after the Cymp meeting I paked
her. about the charyes ugaim her. 1 believe they had been known to the chureh
Mmembers. Was st Eastham Camp mooting with ker, on the Cape, Saw vothing
improper in ber, Wax intimute at Mr, Avery's family. L wever saw ber there but
one ovening, & short time, before the charges were preferred. 1 once saw Mr. Avery
* read & letter and then burn #. f(ﬁouﬂ'lcff to Buturday Morning.,




